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Rationale  
 

All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. Children learn and 
develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives, so their 

experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy 
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the 

foundation children need to fulfil their potential. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework 
 
Early childhood education provides the essential foundation for all future learning. To support this, we aim 
to create a socially and emotionally secure environment with a less formal atmosphere, where boys can learn 
effectively and play purposefully. Our setting supports the development of language and mathematical skills 
while also encouraging pupils to explore, experiment, and develop their curiosity. In line with the four guiding 
principles of the EYFS, we believe that every child is unique and constantly learning, and should be nurtured 
to become resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured. Positive relationships are central to a child’s 
development, and we work in strong partnership with parents, carers, and practitioners to provide the 
support each child needs to thrive. We are committed to creating safe, stimulating, and enabling 
environments that respond to each child’s individual needs and interests, both indoors and outdoors. 
Recognising that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates, we provide inclusive, 
personalised support to ensure all children, including those with special educational needs and disabilities, 
can flourish. 
 
Children learn when: 

• They feel secure, valued and confident  

• They find learning to be a pleasurable and rewarding experience 
• They are supported in school and at home 
• They are interested and positive  
• Their physical, intellectual, social and emotional abilities are taken into account 
• They are encouraged to think about their learning and to develop independence 
• They are provided with first-hand experiences and appropriate adult intervention 
• They are encouraged to use play and talk as media for learning 
• Their progress is assessed and recorded and used to inform future planning 
 

Aims 
We aim to provide a curriculum that should underpin all future learning by supporting, fostering, promoting 
and developing pupils. 
 
APS aims to provide a secure, stimulating and positive learning environment where boys can: 

• Develop intellectually, socially and emotionally 
• Develop curiosity in the world around them 
• Develop a good moral judgement 
• Develop good communication skills 

• Become independent learners and creative thinkers 
• Become happy and confident learners, with high self-esteem 
 

The Staff in the Early Years at APS aim to achieve these objectives by: 
• Ensuring that each child is equally valued and reaches their full potential 
• Providing a safe, stimulating environment, both indoors and outdoors 
• Planning for and delivering a broad, balanced curriculum 
• Recognising and recording individual children’s progress and achievements 
• Establishing a positive, on-going partnership with parents and families, acknowledging the vital role 

they play in their son’s education 
 
Each pupil in the EYFS is assigned a key person. The role of the Key Person is to: 
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• Ensure that learning and care is tailored to a child’s individual needs 

• Help children become familiar with the setting 

• Offer a settled relationship for the children 

• Engage and support parents in guiding a son’s development at home 

• Help parents engage with more specialist support if appropriate 

For all pupils in Reception, their Key Person is their class teacher. 

 
Entitlement 
All pupils are entitled to access the EYFS Curriculum at a level that is appropriate to their needs arising from 
ability, special educational needs and race. We provide learning opportunities that enable all boys to make 
good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, disabilities, 
those with gifts and talents and those for whom English is an Additional Language.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
We aim to create a climate of general awareness of racial, cultural, social and religious differences within the 
school. Provision is made to ensure that all children, regardless of race, creed, culture or special needs have 
equal access to the curriculum. This will include actively promoting access to areas that can become gender 
biased (e.g. home corner area). We aim to deal with intolerance by creating positive attitudes where negative 
ones exist. This is done, in part, through our Personal, Social and Emotional and Understanding the World 
curriculum. The Fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs are implicitly embedded in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum and our school values. 
 
Boys for whom English is an additional language (EAL) will be supported within the context of the normal 
classroom activities. Strategies for support include pairing them with other children, providing appropriate 
language games and activities, or asking parents to support their child in school on specific occasions. Young 
children generally acquire additional languages with ease; however, if a boy is experiencing particular 
difficulties, specific strategies will be developed in consultation with the Learning Support Coordinator.  
 
Early identification of special needs can minimise difficulties in later schooling. In the Early Years, teachers 
will closely monitor the progress of boys with special needs and work with the Learning Support Coordinator, 
to devise a suitable Action Plan in order to support him.  
 
Please see the SEND Policy for further details. 
 
Organisation 
The Early Years Foundation Stage is organised into three age groups. 
 
The Nursery offers part-time (8am-1pm) or full-time provision (8am-6pm), although there is flexibility within 
these timings (e.g. 9am-4pm etc). The Nursery is open for 47 weeks of the year.  
 
Our Pre-School (PS) is staffed by a qualified teacher and two full-time teaching assistants. It offers full-time 
provision (8.30am-3.20pm) *, although some attend only part-time (8.30am-1.00pm). The Pre-School is 
open during term time, with holiday club provision available outside of term time for an additional charge. 
 
Our Reception Class (RMR) is staffed by a qualified teacher and full-time teaching assistant. It offers full-
time provision for a maximum of 20 four- and five-year-old children, who arrive at school from 8.30am*. 
Registration is at 8.45am and the boys are dismissed at 3.20pm.  
 
A cooked lunch is provided for all boys and snacks (morning and afternoon) are provided for all of the 
Nursery, Pre-School and Reception children. The Nursery and After School Club (ASC) also have ‘High Tea’ 
as appropriate.  
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*We offer Before School Club from 8.00am for Pre-School and Reception for early drop-off. We also offer 
After School Care from 3.20pm until either 4.30pm or 6pm.  
 
Admissions Procedures 
Boys are accepted into Nursery from the age of two. Boys are admitted into Reception at the start of the 
academic year in which they turn five. In Nursery, boys attend as requested by the parents, using the 
registration and booking forms. A minimum of 5 sessions per week is encouraged to support routine and 
development. In Pre-School, boys are encouraged to attend every day (mornings only until 1.00pm or full-
time until 3.20pm). In the Reception year, all boys start school together in September, with full-time 
attendance expected from the beginning of term. 
   
Starting School 
All boys who are due to start either in Nursery, Pre-School or Reception are invited in for a taster session to 
meet with their new Class Teacher, Teaching Assistants, Nursery Practitioners and other members of the 
Class. There is also a meeting for all new Early Years Parents, where they are provided with any relevant 
information concerning the curriculum, the school day, uniform and so on. Most children are happy to be 
starting Nursery or School but we advise that a parent is available for the first few days, particularly for drop-
off and pick-up, until the child is content and settled.  
 
Curriculum 
The Early Years curriculum is informed by the Development Matters guidance and underpinned by the Early 
Learning Goals (ELGs), which outline the expectations for most children by the end of the Reception year. 
 
The period from birth to age five is known as the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). It is a distinct and 
crucial phase in a child’s development - valued not only for its own importance but also for the way it lays 
the foundation for future learning and success. 
 

• There are three Prime Areas of Learning and four Specific Areas of Learning 
• Prime areas are essential foundations for children’s life, learning and success and feed into the Specific 

Areas of Learning 
 

Prime Specific 

• Are time-sensitive. If not securely in place by the age 
of 5, they will be more difficult to acquire and their 
absence may hold the child back in other areas of 
learning. 

• Are less time-sensitive. Specific areas of learning 
reflect cultural knowledge and accumulated 
understanding. It is possible to acquire these 
bodies of knowledge at various stages of life. 

• Are characterised by their universality. They occur in all 
socio-cultural contexts. 

• Are skills and knowledge which are specific to 
priorities within socio-cultural contexts. 

• Are not dependent on the specific areas of learning, 
although the specific areas of learning provide the 
context for their development. 

• Are dependent on learning in the prime areas – 
the specific learning cannot easily take place 
without the prime. 

 
The EYFS is structured around seven areas of learning and development, which are divided into: 

 

 Prime Area Aspect 

Communication and 

Language  

• Listening, Attention and Understanding 
• Speaking  

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

• Self-Regulation  
• Managing Self  
• Building Relationships 

Physical Development • Gross Motor Skills 
• Fine Motor Skills 
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Specific Area Aspect 

Literacy • Comprehension  
• Word Reading  
• Writing  

Mathematics • Number  
• Numerical Patterns  

Understanding the World • Past and Present  
• People, Culture and Communities  
• The Natural World 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

• Creating with Materials  
• Being Imaginative and Expressive  

 
Our curriculum approach ensures that learning in the Early Years is holistic, inclusive, and responsive to 
individual needs, enabling every pupil to develop the skills, confidence, and curiosity needed for lifelong 
learning. 
 
Planning 
The Early Years employs a child-led, skills-based approach to learning and, while discrete subject areas are 
planned, especially Literacy and Mathematics, children are offered relevant, holistic experiences using a 
variety of approaches, helping them to transfer and extend their understanding. Children develop and learn 
in different ways. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, 
including boys with special educational needs and disabilities. Practitioners teach pupils by ensuring 
challenging, playful opportunities across the prime and specific areas of learning and development. 
 
In planning, teachers and practitioners reflect on the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:  
 

• Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

• Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy 

achievements. 

• Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 

their ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Practitioners recognise that every boy is unique and observe how individuals learn and adapt their approach 
to teaching and learning as appropriate. 
 
Weekly plans are based on an evaluation of the previous week’s work and include objectives for each area 
of learning. Daily plans are optional, depending on the teacher’s preference.  
 
Wherever possible, pupil’s learning is supported by visits in the local environment and by inviting relevant 
visitors into school.  
 
During their time in the Early Years, boys benefit from a broad and enriching curriculum taught by specialist 
teachers in Games, Music, Art, Drama and Spanish. 
 
The Learning Environment 
The Early Years’ Classrooms and the outdoor areas (including Bell Field) are the boys’ learning environments 
and are designed to maximise learning opportunities and reflect children’s needs.  
 
Our aim is to provide a positive, stimulating, safe and well-planned environment.  
 
The learning environments look attractive and welcoming to all; they may include: 

• A book corner  
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• A mark making or writing area 
• A maths area 
• A construction area (large/small)  
• A small world area 
• A carpet area  
• An imaginative role play area 

• An art and design area 
• Technology provision 
• Display areas 
• Sand and Water areas 
• Areas in which gross motor skills are developed 
• Wellbeing area 

 
Assessment and Record Keeping 
The EYFS Progress Check at Age 2 is completed during the Nursery year and shared with the child’s parents 
to provide a summary of their development and identify any areas where additional support may be needed. 
 
A baseline assessment is completed within the first half-term of Pre-School and Reception to establish each 
child’s starting point. Similar assessments are conducted throughout the year and at the end of the year to 
track progress in key areas such as reading, phonics, and mathematics. 
 
Reception pupils are also assessed termly using the Read Write Inc. programme to monitor and support their 
literacy development. 
 
Additionally, WellComm assessments are used to identify children’s communication and language needs. The 
results inform targeted interventions and adaptations to planning, ensuring that individuals receive 
appropriate support. 
 
Pupil’s progress is continuously monitored and recorded through daily observations and the collection of 
evidence across all areas of learning, providing a holistic understanding of each child’s development. 
 
In Pre-School and Reception, termly assessments are carried out to monitor progress across the EYFS areas 
of learning. This information is used to inform future planning, support individual next steps, and identify 
any areas requiring additional focus or targeted support. 
 
Throughout their time in EYFS, pupil’s work is collected to serve as a record of progress and development. 
 
Home-School Links 
We recognise the importance of parents as their child’s first educator and as active partners in their son’s 
continuing education. Regular communication is encouraged, and parents are invited to discuss their son’s 
progress with the Early Years staff at any time (appointments can be made to discuss issues or concerns in 
more detail). 
 
A range of parent events are held throughout the year, including Celebration Evenings, a Reading Workshop, 
and Mother’s Day Stay and Play. These events are designed not only to celebrate progress but also to inform 
and support families, helping parents feel more confident in supporting their son’s development at home. 
 
Any specialist knowledge or expertise that parents can offer is welcomed and actively sought by staff (for 
example, knowledge of a particular religion, a profession which links with a topic). Volunteer help is always 
appreciated, for example, with artwork, cooking or ICT.  
 
We also provide opportunities for parents to come in for an informal chat, ask questions or share their 
thoughts. 
 
Our School Newsletter also provides parents with an insight into their sons’ learning at APS. 
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We use an online platform called ‘Evidence Me’ to record and share each boy’s learning journey across the 
Early Years. ‘Evidence Me’ enables parents to view pictures and see what their son has been learning and 
the new skills he is developing on a regular basis. Parents can engage by viewing and sharing photographs 
with their son and adding comments simply by clicking on the image. ‘Evidence Me’ also allows parents to 
upload a picture with a comment that his class teacher will be able to share and acknowledge with him.  
 

Please also see the Home-School Partnership document, which acknowledges the importance of a positive 
relationship between children, parents and teachers. 
 
Reporting to Parents 
All reporting to parents is in line with the rest of the school’s reporting overview. Throughout the year, 
parents receive two written reports, alongside two Parents’ Evenings and Celebration Evenings. 
 
At the end of Reception, children’s progress is assessed against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). A detailed 
written report is provided, highlighting each child’s achievements and areas for development across all areas 
of learning. This report helps parents understand their child’s overall development and supports a smooth 
transition into Key Stage 1. 
 
All Nursery, Pre-School, and Reception parents are invited to visit the school before their son starts, giving 
them the opportunity to look around, meet their new teachers, and ask any questions. At the beginning of 
the year, each boy’s parent(s) completes a questionnaire to share any concerns or important information. 
The first Parent-Teacher Consultation takes place during the Autumn Term. It offers an opportunity to discuss 
how each boy is settling in, highlight early progress, and share ways to support learning at home. 
 
Transition  
Nursery, Pre-School and Reception boys are all given the opportunity to meet their new teacher and to visit 
their new classroom before the start of the new academic year. Where possible, staff will visit new starters 
in their current settings to support and establish a positive relationship. If a visit is not possible, contact will 
be made by phone to gather relevant information about the child’s needs and interests. 
 
The Early Years Team prioritises smooth and supportive transitions throughout a child’s journey in the early 
stages of education. Regular informal and formal communication takes place between the Nursery, Pre-
School, and Reception teams to ensure consistency and continuity in both care and learning. 
 
The Early Years staff also maintain strong links with Pre-Prep, particularly to support the transition from 
Reception into Year 1. Reception and Year 1 teachers meet regularly - both formally and informally - to share 
key information about individual pupils, review curriculum coverage, and align expectations, thereby 
supporting curricular continuity and emotional security for the boys. 
 
A copy of each pupil’s end-of-term report is saved securely on the school server for the next class teacher to 
access. In addition, transition meetings between Reception and Year 1 staff are held to review each pupil's 
progress and support a successful move into Key Stage 1. 
 
For new pupils joining the school, whether at the beginning or during the school year, opportunities are 
provided for them to meet their new class teacher and peers. Reports are requested from previous settings, 
and professional discussions take place as needed to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the child’s 
development and needs.  
 
Health and Safety  
There are a number of Health and Safety issues specific to the Early Years, please also see the APS Health 
and Safety Policy. 
 

• Boys are to be brought into school and collected by a known adult. In the event that the child’s 
parents or nominated adult are unable to collect their son, a note, e-mail or phone call must be 
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received by the Class Teacher, providing permission to send the boy home with another person. We 
also operate a password system in Nursery, Pre-School and Reception to ensure the boys’ safety.  

• When boys are moving around the school they will be supervised, especially walking up/down the 
stairs. 

• On educational visits, the minimum adult:child ratio is 1:4 (N), 1:5 (PS) and 1:6 (Rec) 
• Resources and equipment are regularly checked and maintained for safety; risk assessments are 

carried out on play equipment, classrooms and the EYFS building. 
• When playing outside in the summer, care is taken with regards to sun exposure. Parents are asked 

to support us by providing sunscreen and hats as required. 
• Whilst the trained Full Paediatric First Aider normally administers First Aid, there may be occasions 

when assistance is required within the Early Years Unit. Staff are directed that plastic gloves are to 
be worn when handling bodily waste (blood, urine, faeces) and gloves and other soiled items must 
be disposed of in a sealed plastic bag. Parents are informed of any first aid or other assistance 
administered to their child. Most, if not all, staff are trained in Full Paediatric First Aid. Please see the 
First Aid Policy.  

• Fire drills are carried out at least three times a year or as necessary. 
• Please also see the Intimate Care Policy. 

 
Nutrition within the EYFS 
We are committed to promoting healthy eating habits and fostering independence through our daily routines, 
in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Department for Education nutrition guidance. 
 
Each morning, pupils are offered milk and a healthy snack, typically a selection of fresh fruit or vegetable 
options such as cucumber and carrot sticks, before going out to play. 
 
A nutritious, two-course school lunch is provided for all boys. Lunch is served in the dining hall, where pupils 
collect their meals independently from the servery, encouraging autonomy and responsibility. All food is 
freshly prepared and cooked on site in our school kitchens. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to create a balanced meal by choosing three types of food for their plate: a protein 
source (such as meat, fish, or a vegetarian alternative), vegetables or salad, and a carbohydrate. A vegetarian 
option is always available. 
 
If a boy has a food allergy or special dietary requirement, this must be recorded on the transition forms at 
the time of joining the school. All medical or dietary needs must be supported by a letter from a healthcare 
professional. The school is able to accommodate most dietary needs and operates an open-door policy for 
parents to discuss specific requirements. A strict no-nut policy is in place to protect boys with allergies. 
 
Pupils are supported in developing independence at mealtimes, including learning to use a knife and fork 
correctly and showing good table manners. Weekly menus are published on the school website and displayed 
in the dining hall. 
 
To ensure pupil’s safety during mealtimes, all boys are within sight and hearing of a member of staff, and a 
full Paediatric First Aider is present at all times. 
 
For further detail, please see the Early Years Foundation Stage Food and Nutrition Policy. 
 
Safeguarding  
At APS, the safeguarding and welfare requirements for the Early Years children are of the upmost importance. 
We provide a welcoming, safe, and stimulating environment for all pupils, with positive, caring, qualified 
adults who promote good health, manage behaviour and monitor children in line with our whole-school 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy, Behaviour Policy, First Aid Policy and Nappy Changing Policy and 
Intimate Care Policy. Procedures are reviewed through supervision meetings and appraisals to identify any 
areas for development or further training. This ensures that staff remain confident and competent in their 
roles and continue to meet the requirements of the EYFS. 
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A record of staff qualifications and training is maintained and updated accordingly, allowing the setting to 
monitor compliance, plan future training, and ensure ongoing professional development. 
 
Partnerships Within School and the Wider Community 

Partnerships Within School 
Strong links across different stages of the school support smooth transitions, a shared sense of community, 
and enriched learning experiences for the children. These include: 

• Pre-School and Reception: Regular shared activities such as theatre trips, assemblies, and outdoor 
break times help build familiarity and ease the transition into Reception. 

• Reception and Key Stage 1: Children continue to build connections through whole-school events 
such as assemblies and the Remembrance Day Service, supporting continuity of experience. 

• EYFS and Key Stage 2: EYFS children are included in a range of whole-school events such as 
Harvest Festival, Christmas Church Services, the Year 6 Play, and themed days like World Book Day. 

• Nursery Participation: as and when they are ready, supporting their confidence and sense of 
belonging. 

The Wider Context 
We recognise the value of partnerships beyond the school in supporting children’s holistic development and 
fostering a sense of community engagement. Our wider partnerships include: 

• Collaborative Events: Joint activities and events with Bowdon Preparatory School promote social 
development and broaden children’s experiences. 

• Transition Support: Visits and meetings are arranged to support children moving to new settings 
or into new phases of their education. 

• Community Visitors: We welcome visitors such as dentists, police officers, and firefighters, who 
provide engaging learning experiences and promote safety and wellbeing. 

• Local Engagement: Participation in community events such as the Nursery Rhyme Event helps 
children develop a sense of place and belonging. 

• Professional Networks: Staff attend termly EYFS Cluster Meetings and work with specialist 
professionals (e.g. speech and language therapists, SEND teams) to meet the individual needs of 
children. 

This policy reflects our commitment to providing high-quality early years education and care through strong 
partnerships, ongoing professional development, enabling environments, and meaningful connections both 
within our school and the wider community. We aim to ensure that every boy is nurtured, supported, and 
inspired to thrive in their early learning journey. 
 
The policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if required, to ensure it remains up to date with statutory 
requirements, best practice guidance, and the needs of our children and families. 


